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 B TREE: 

❖ B Tree is a specialized m-way tree that can be widely used for disk access. A B-Tree of order m can 

have at most m-1 keys and m children. One of the main reason of using B tree is its capability to 

store large number of keys in a single node and large key values by keeping the height of the tree 

relatively small. 

❖ A B tree of order m contains all the properties of an M way tree. In addition, it contains the following 

properties. 

1. Every node in a B-Tree contains at most m children. 

2. Every node in a B-Tree except the root node and the leaf node contain at least m/2 children. 

3. The root nodes must have at least 2 nodes. 

4. All leaf nodes must be at the same level. 

It is not necessary that, all the nodes contain the same number of children but, each node must have 

m/2 number of nodes. 

❖ A B tree of order 4 is shown in the following image. 

 

 

 

 B+ TREE: 

❖ In B Tree, Keys and records both can be stored in the internal as well as leaf nodes. Whereas, 

in B+ tree, records (data) can only be stored on the leaf nodes while internal nodes can only 

store the key values. 

❖ The leaf nodes of a B+ tree are linked together in the form of a singly linked lists to make 

the search queries more efficient. 

❖ B+ Tree are used to store the large amount of data which cannot be stored in the main 

memory. Due to the fact that, size of main memory is always limited, the internal nodes 

(keys to access records) of the B+ tree are stored in the main memory whereas, leaf nodes 

are stored in the secondary memory. 

❖ The internal nodes of B+ tree are often called index nodes. A B+ tree of order 3 is shown in 

the following figure. 
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 Linear Search 

❖ Concept:  
linear search or sequential search is a method for finding a particular value in a list that consists of 

checking every one of its elements, one at a time and in sequence, until the desired one is found. The 

efficiency of the sequential search is O(n). 

❖ Algorithm: 

Linear_Search 

    for i=0 to last index of A: 

  if A[i] equals key: 

 return i 

return -1 

❖ Example: 
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Fig: multi-level indices 

❖ Hashed indices (Direct file organization): 
❖ It is a common technique used for fast accessing of records on secondary storage. 

❖ Records of a file are divided among buckets. 

❖ A bucket is either one disk block or cluster of contiguous blocks. 

❖ A hashing function maps a key into a bucket number. The buckets are numbered 0, 1,2...b-1. 

❖ A hash function f maps each key value into one of the integers 0 through b - 1. 

❖ If x is a key, f(x) is the number of bucket that contains the record with key x. 

❖ The blocks making up each bucket could either be contiguous blocks or they can be chained together in a 

linked list. 

❖ Translation of bucket number to disk block address is done with the help of bucket directory. It gives the 

address of the first block of the chained blocks in a linked list. 

❖ Hashing is quite efficient in retrieving a record on hashed key. The average number of block accesses for 

retrieving a record. 

 =  𝟏 (𝐛𝐮𝐜𝐤𝐞𝐭 𝐝𝐢𝐫𝐞𝐜𝐭𝐨𝐫𝐲) +  
𝑵𝒐 𝒐𝒇 𝒓𝒆𝒄𝒐𝒓𝒅𝒔

𝑵𝒐 𝒐𝒇 𝒃𝒖𝒄𝒌𝒆𝒕𝒔 𝒙 𝑵𝒐 𝒐𝒇 𝒓𝒆𝒄𝒐𝒓𝒅𝒔 𝒑𝒆𝒓 𝒃𝒍𝒐𝒄𝒌
 

❖ Thus the operation is b times faster (b = number of buckets) than unordered file. 

❖ To insert a record with key value x, the new record can added to the last block in the chain for bucket 

f(x). If the record does not fit into the existing block, record is stored in a new block and this new block is 

added at the end of the chain for bucket f(x). 

❖ A well designed hashed structure requires two block accesses for most operations. 
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